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summariEs
ORIGINAL RESEARCH REPORTS
CanCEr ChEmothEraPY
Endometrial stromal sarcoma: prognostic factors 
and impact of adjuvant therapy in early stages
In a retrospective study, Tanz and colleagues in Morocco analyzed 
the value of adjuvant therapies in addition to standard surgical 
treatment and found that adjuvant therapy may carry a signifi-
cant survival benefit. Inadequate surgical treatment and absence 
of adjuvant treatment were independent risk factors for mortality.
A randomized trial of brief treatment of early-stage 
Hodgkin lymphoma: Is it effective?
Hamed and colleagues in Egypt randomly assigned 98 patients to 
either four cycles ABVD followed by 30 Gy of radiation therapy 
or briefer treatment consisting of two cycles of ABVD followed 
by 20 Gy of radiation. The briefer treatment was as effective and 
less toxic than the other.
A phase 2 study of the combination of gemcitabine 
and cisplatin in patients with locally advanced or 
metastatic breast cancer previously treated with 
anthracyclines with/without taxanes
In 132 patients evaluable for efficacy, Kohail and colleagues in 
Egypt found an overall response rate of 33.3% and one-year sur-
vival probability of 73%. Of 144 evaluable for safety, serious ad-
verse events were reported in 12 (8.3%) of patients. The results 
indicate the combination of agents was active and generally well 
tolerated.
stEm CELL transPLantation 
tEChnoLoGY
A simplified method for autologous stem cell 
transplantation in multiple myeloma
In a retrospective review, Bekadja and colleagues from Algeria 
evaluated the safety and efficacy of storage of stem cells in a con-
ventional blood bank refrigerator versus cryopreservation, which 
is expensive and requires trained personnel. They found that the 
method was safe and feasible under developing country work con-
ditions.
infECtion
Prevalence of HBV and HCV infection among multi-
transfused Egyptian thalassemic patients
In a prospective study, Mansour and colleagues found that the 
prevalence of HCV and HBV infection was very high among 
transfused beta-thalassemic patients. They advise a critical look 
into practices and the adoption of stricter donor selection criteria.
CASE REPORTS
Choroidal metastasis as the sole initial presentation 
of metastatic lung cancer
Salah and colleagues in Jordan present a rare form of metastases 
in a  25-year-old male. Choroidal metastasis is usually associated 
with widespread multi-organ metastases and carries a poor prog-
nosis.
JAK2 mutation-negative essential 
thrombocythemia in a child presenting with 
cerebral venous thrombosis
Essential thrombocythemia occurs predominately in the elderly, 
but Khan and colleagues in India describe a case  in a 13-year-
old girl. Adults have near normal life expectancy, but no child has 
been monitored long enough to  assess prognosis.
